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cotild make him would be to restore to the poor what he had unjustly
taken from them. Ezzelino seemed for some time to change his conduct,
out after the death of the saint relapsed into his former disorders. At
length, being taken prisoner by the confederate princes of Lombardy
In 1259, he died distracted in close confinement.

St Antony, when invested with several dignities in his Order, was
watchful to maintain the primitive spirit and regularity in the houses under
his inspection. He saw it almost in its birth exposed to imminent danger,
and saved it by his zeal and prudence. St Francis dying in 1226, brother
Elias, a man of a worldly spirit, was chosen general; who, abusing his
authority, began to introduce several relaxations of the rule, which tended
to the ruin of its fundamental constitutions and spirit. He built a church
too magnificent for the poverty which the rule required and professed,
applied money to his own private use, bought himself a horse, kept
servants, ate in his own chamber, and had better fare than the community
prepared for him. Most of the provincials and guardians, out of human
respects, were gained to his way of thinking; and the rest, who saw that
the tendency of such an innovation was to open a door to relaxations
which must necessarily extinguish the spirit and glory of the Order, had
not courage to speak against it. Only St Antony and an Englishman,
named Adam, boldly opposed and condemned these abuses; but were
loaded with injuries and ill-treatment, and only by flight escaped perpetual
imprisonment in their cells, which the general, with several provincials,
decreed against them as turbulent and seditious men. They addressed
themselves to Pope Gregory IX, by whom they were graciously received and
heard. His holiness summoned Elias to appear before him at Rome, and
having examined into the abuses by him introduced, deposed him from the
generalship. Antony was at that time Provincial of Romagna; but took
this occasion to extort by importunities license from the pope to resign that
post and also to leave the court, where his holiness earnestly desired to
detain him. He retired first to Mount Alverno; thence returned to his
convent at Padua, which he had pitched upon for his abode some time
before he was Provincial of Romagna, and where he had formerly taught
divinity and preached. After his return he again preached the Lent there
with such fruit that the whole city seemed changed by his sermons. Then
it was that he put the last hand to the Latin sermons, which we have,
though not as he preached them; for he diversified them according to
circumstances, and spoke as the ardour of his soul directed him. They
are no more than general heads or commonplaces, destitute of the ornaments
and flowers which he added in speaking.

When Lent was over, St Antony being much spent with labour and
W* penitential life, finding also his health and strength declining very fast
under an inward decay, he desired to give himself some interval between